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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Ed Peelman for his out-
standing contributions to the community of
Fresno.

For half a century Ed Peelman has been a
presence in the community, raising money for
Christian causes, involved in conservative poli-
tics, making his mark in farming and later real
estate.

Nearly 25 years ago, he closed a successful
hay business to start an even more successful
real estate firm, Peelman Realty Co. Inc. Ed
kept his hand in agriculture by specializing in
rural property and continuing to farm his
ranches. For the last five years, Peelman was
the number one seller of rural property in
Fresno County, averaging about $10 million in
sales each year.

Peelman uses his contacts and fund-raising
skills to support conservative Christian causes.
Ed helped Warner Pacific College in Portland,
Oregon, the alma mater of two of his three
daughters. He arranged for a former hay cus-
tomer and friend to donate 2,100 acres, which
he used to set up a trust for the college. That
donation is now worth about $12 million.

Peelman’s attention in is now directed to-
ward helping Fresno Pacific College. He has
arranged for dozens of people to contribute to
the college. Through the years, he has also
been involved in numerous civic and church
organizations.

These days Ed concentrates on the Chris-
tian Business Men’s Committee, the Fresno
County and City Chamber of Commerce, Fres-
no City and County Historical Society, and the
Full Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship Inter-
national.

At 71, Peelman shows no signs of slowing
down, despite a triple bypass surgery three
years ago and a gall bladder operation two
years ago.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor Ed Peelman for
his service to the community. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in wishing Ed and his fam-
ily many more years of continued success and
happiness.
f
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to mark a milestone in the conduct
of America’s foreign relations and diplomacy—
the end of an era, if you will. This past Friday,
October 1, 1999, the people and programs of
the United States Information Agency formally
joined the Department of State. After 56 years,
America’s public diplomacy will begin a new
chapter. As the Agency joins the Department,
I want to express a deep and profound appre-
ciation for the work of USIA since 1953, and
to salute the many members of the Foreign
Service and the Civil Service who are en-
gaged in its vital work.

THE COLD WAR

American ‘‘public diplomacy’’ began before
World War II with the establishment of Amer-
ican centers in libraries in Latin America. Dur-
ing World War II, the Voice of America and
the Office of War Information gave the people
of occupied Europe and Asia the truth about
the conduct of the war. Public diplomacy
gained momentum after the war’s end, when
American libraries and cultural centers were
established as part of postwar reconstruction,
when Congress passed the Smith-Mundt Act,
and when the Fulbright program began the
postwar exchange of students and scholars to
advance international understanding. In 1953,
these elements of public diplomacy were gath-
ered by President Eisenhower into the United
States Information Agency.

When USIA was formed, the Cold War di-
vided the world and its peoples. The brutal
subjugation of the nations of Eastern Europe
as Soviet satellites was a fresh memory. The
Korean war was drawing to a close, and the
Soviets were propagating yet one more of
their ‘‘big lies’’: that the United Sates had in-
troduced germ warfare in the conflict there.
Three years later they would lie that the peo-
ple of Hungary—then being killed by tanks in
the streets of Budapest—welcomed the Soviet
army.

The Cold War was more than a political,
economic, and military contest. The Soviets
and their surrogates worked hard to demonize
the United States, to discredit American
ideals, to support ‘‘national liberation’’ move-
ments, and to inflame vast areas of the world
with anti-American propaganda. Their broad-
casts, newspapers, magazines, state-con-
trolled wire services, and publishing houses
spread some amazing fictions.

Fiction: The communist parties stood for
the equality of all people. Truth: the com-
munists, once in power, became a grasping
and arrogant elite—a new class—that gar-
nered the privileges of society while ordi-
nary people lived in grim poverty, and their
lives grew shorter.

Fiction: Communism and central planning
would create a new industrial bounty. Truth:
Except for their armaments and armies, the
socialist nations had Third World economies.

Soviet propaganda went beyond words to
embrace the use of forged documents and
disinformation: that experiments in American
laboratories had gone awry and spawned the
AIDS virus, that Americans kidnaped Central
American children for body parts, and that
Americans developed weapons that would
decimate the nonwhite peoples of the world, to
name a few.

Facing such fevered attempts to turn na-
tions of the world against us, USIA over the
years developed scores of programs to ‘‘tell
America’s story to the world.’’ For USIA’s work
to be credible, it had to be accurate and truth-
ful. Edward R. Murrow described USIA’s spirit
of candor as the telling of America’s story
‘‘warts and all.’’

USIA’s American libraries overseas offered
a wealth of knowledge and gave witness to
important principles of democracy: that an
educated public is the foundation of a demo-
cratic society, and that the free exchange of
information and opinions is also a necessary
element of liberty and prosperity.

In the early days, USIA’s American libraries
and centers also exhibited art and hosted au-
thors and poets. In societies that had been
only a few years beforehand devastated by

war, these modest and aboveboard efforts to
restore the cultural life of other nations were
deeply welcomed and appreciated.

World’s fairs and international exhibitions
were important gatherings in the postwar pe-
riod. It was USIA that managed American pa-
vilions and hired young Americans who spoke
the world’s languages to describe our way of
life and the benefits of freedom, markets, en-
terprise, and democracy.

In less developed areas of the world, USIA
officers sometimes led small convoys of vehi-
cles with motion picture projectors and gen-
erators, showing documentaries and other
American films in small towns and villages.

USIA magazines such as America Illus-
trated, Dialog, World Today, Trends, Topic,
Economic Impact, English Teaching Forum,
and Problems of Communism won awards for
content and design as they communicated
American views in many languages to readers
across the globe. USIA films such as ‘‘Years
of Lightning, Days of Drums’’ and ‘‘The Har-
vest’’ were similarly lauded.

Americans who spoke abroad under USIA
auspices—at foreign universities, policy insti-
tutes, and other places where students and in-
tellectuals gathered—addressed topics in poli-
tics, economics, the environment, culture, and
foreign policy. Among these speakers were
American judges and lawyers introducing and
explaining the idea of the Rule of Law.

International visitors sent to the United
States under USIA auspices had the oppor-
tunity to meet counterparts in the United
States on four week visits. For many, it was
their first visit to the United States, and they
encountered a society far different from the
images they had grown up with. This kind of
people-to-people program would not have
been possible without the help of thousands of
ordinary Americans affiliated with local coun-
cils for international visitors. They opened their
homes, volunteered their time, and won
friends for our country.

USIA administered the Fulbright program
which placed American professors in foreign
universities and brought professors from other
countries to enrich our own faculties. Fulbright
professors shared their knowledge and their
syllabuses, and they were a key element in
establishing American Studies associations,
programs, and majors of universities abroad.

USIA’s information officers organized tens of
thousands of press conferences that allowed
journalists to hear directly from our nation’s of-
ficials, from visiting members of Congress,
and from other distinguished Americans.

The distribution of USIA’s daily Wireless File
(now the Washington file) gave government
officials and opinion leaders the full texts of
speeches, congressional testimonies and
hearings, and documents so that they could
have a full understanding of the United States’
position on the issues, not simply react to a
few quotes, out of context, in a brief article or
broadcast.

When USIA was established, some Embas-
sies and consulates received the Wireless File
by Morse code. There were the years of
punched tape and radio teletype—sending the
File through both sunspot interference and So-
viet jamming. Teletype yielded to computer
transmission in the eighties, and to the inter-
net and web pages in the nineties. All along
USIA’s writers were aided by a corps of able
technicians who harnessed each new develop-
ment in communications technology.
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